THE REGIONS OF POWER
Malta, and at length brought to Rome. Thus, it
was predetermined by that Providence which
guides all."
I was contemplating a man who, for me, was
at the moment a new Mussolini. Certainly there
was "no other place in the world in which he was
so keenly interested as in Rome, and it seemed
that he regarded himself as a fragment of Roman
history. The expression of his face indicated as
much during the utterance of those last sentences.
I was careful, therefore, not to interrupt his
reflections until he raised his head, looked at me
with a friendly smile, and seemed ready for a new
question.
"Goethe," said I, "and subsequently Momm-
sen, spoke of the universal idea which has been
incorporated in Rome."
"Yes," he said, speaking now in a different
tone, with more logic and less enthusiasm, "that
is why it would perhaps have been better for the
Germans if Arminius had been defeated at the
battle in the Teutoberg forest. Was it not
Kipling who wrote that the nations which had
not been trained under the Roman rule were
like boys who had never been to school?"
"But to-day," I rejoined, "you surely cannot
think it possible to make Rome once again the
centre of the world?"
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